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Discoaster braarudii BuKRY, 1971 

1967 Discoaster brouweri TAN; Hay and others, p. 468, pl. 5, figs. 1-4. Gulf 
Coast Assoc. Geol. Soc., Trans., vol. 17. 

Fig. 10 - Discoaster braarudii n. sp. Light micrograph. 
DSDP 54.0-6-1, 145 em, holotype, USNM 651540. x 2000. 

Dis coaster 
braarudii 

These small to medium-sized forms with slender untapering rays have little central-area de
velopment and are predominantly 6-rayed. The rays are radial and evenly spaced 60o apart, 
extending to tips that are rounded points or blunt. The rays all lie in a single plane. 

Size: 9-15 mrcrons. 

Remarks: 

In emending D. brouweri in 1954, Bramlette and Riedel restricted that species to forms with 
rays that bend down like umbrella ribs so that the rays do not lie in a single plane. This 
emendation has been universally accepted, as it accurately characterizes an abundant Upper 
Tertiary species. However, there are simple 6-rayed Discoasters in Middle Miocene assem
blages that do not have the characteristic umbrella-rib bending of the rays; instead, the rays 
lie in a single plane. This morphologic distinction between Discoaster braarudii and D. brouweri 
is stratigraphically useful. 
The earliest forms of D. brouweri, as emended by Bramlette and Riedel, appear in Upper 
Miocene deposits assigned to the Discoaster quinqueramus Zone. Thus, the occurrence of 
D. braarudii in the absence of D. brouweri is a guide to Middle Miocene to lower Upper 
Miocene Discoaster assemblages. 

Type level: 

Middle Miocene to Upper Pliocene. 

FARINACCI 1975 - VIII/86 



Distribution: First appearing in the Middle Miocene, D. braarudii persists in assemblages 
through the Upper Pliocene and is identified from many marine cores penetrating sediments 
of these ages. 

Type locality: 

DSDP core 54.0-6-1, 145 em; 15° 37' N, 140° 18' E, Philippine Sea. 

Depository: 

U.S. National Museum. Holotype: USNM 651540. 

Author: 

Bukry D ., 1971, p. 45; pl. 2, fig. 10. 

Reference: 

Discoaster evolutionary trend. Micropaleontology, vol. 17, n° 1, pp. 43-52, pls. 1-3, 1 table. 
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